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Kwa Group of languages 

 
 
 
 
Volta 
Comoe 

Lower-Comoe Languages here are: Abure and Betibe, spoken in the Ivory Coast. 

 
Central 
Comoe  
(or Tano 
languages) 

Volta-Comoe 
Languages I: 
Bia Group  

Northern Bia Anyi-Baule (Anyi Aowin), Sehwi, Baule, 
Chakosi (Gh. and Togo) 

Southern Bia Nzema, Ahanta 

 
Volta-Comoe 
Languages II: 
Akani 

Twi Akwapemii, Akyem, Kwahu, Asante 

Fante (Ft.) Anomabu Ft., Abura Ft. (10 vowel 
system), Agona Ft., Gomua Ft. 

Others Wasa; Bron(g) (also in the Ivory Coast) 

Guangiii 
 

Volta-Comoe 
Languages III 
(Dzameshie): 

Hill Guang 
(Painter) 

Volta south 
east of Ho 

Anum-Boso/Gwa 

Akuapem 
ridge/Larteh 

Kyerepong: Cherepong, 
Okere 

North Guang Gonja (East and West)iv, Nawuri, 
Nchumuru/Chumburung; 
Gichode/Gikyode/Achode 

South Guang Inland Guang Awutu 

Coastal Guang Efutu 

Western 
Kwa 
(Greenber
g 1966) 

Ga-Dangme 
Group.v 
 

Gavi 
 

There is relatively little regional variation in the Ga 
language. 

Dangme, or 
Adangmevii 
 

Coastal 
Dangme 

Ada, Ningo (nuo), 

Prampram (gbugba) 
 

Inland 
Dangme 

Shai (s), Krobo 

(kl), Osudoku 

(o suwem) 

 

The Ewe 
Groupviii 

(1) Danyi, (2) Vli, (3) Gbi, (4) Fodom, (5) V, (6) Kpando, (7) Af, (8) Peki, (9) 

Awudome, (10) Ho, (11) Tou, (12) Aven, (13) Avedakpa, (14) Al 

Ghana-
Togo 
Mountain 
Languages 
(GTM)ix 
 

Benin: (1) Basila.  

Togo: (2) Ahl; (3) Kposso; (4) Kebu.  

Togo/Ghana: (5) Adele (speakers call it s-der -- it is the northern most GTM, northeast of Krachi, 

East of Nchumburu).  
(6) Animere: Two villages on the Western edge of the Adele-speaking area and in Kunda.  

(7) Buem – Lelemi (le-lemi) or Lefana (l-fana) – in the Buem highland region – spoken in and around 

Jasikan.  

(8) Likpe (skple) – Lipke being the Ewe name for them.  

(9) Siwu (Northwest of Likpe – major dialects are Akpafu (siwui) and Lolobi (siwu).  

(10) Sl (or Santrokofi) – spoken in three villages just west of Siwu.  

(11) Bowili or Bowiri (called Li-wuli in the lg. itself – it is spoken between volta river and the Buem 
(Lelemi-Lefana)-speaking area.  
(12) Avatime -- the southernmost group surrounded by Ewe – Avatime is the Ewe name – it is the 
largest, spoken at Vane Amedzofe and several other villages. The people call themselves Ke-dane-ma 
and their lg. Siya. It is related to Nyangbo and Tafi (in the west).  
(13) Nyangbo (Ewe name) – the people call themselves Batrugbu and their lg. Tu-trugbu. Tafi (Ewe 

name) – the people call themselves Gb and their lg. t-gb.  

(14) Logba – adjoins Avatime to the northeast – the language is called e-Kpana in Logba itself.  
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i  
Akan 

-- Akan is the mosty widely spoken single language in Ghana, spoken by about 40% of the population as a first language and by a 
considerable number of the remainder as a second language. 
-- it enjoys a considerable prestige in the language areas adjacent to it. 
-- West part of Ghana: Akan is used in schools in the Anyi, Sehwi and Ahanta areas to the west. – many speakers of Anyi-Sehwi, 
Nzema and Ahanta are therefore bilingual in their own language and in Akan. 
-- South and East of Ghana: -- it is used in schools, in church and for trade in Guang language areas, Awutu, Efutu, Anum-Cherepong-
Larteh 
-- In the Ga, Dangme and Ewe-speaking areas the prestige enjoyed by Akan is more evident in the amount of borrowing from Akan 
into Ga and Dangme. 
-- In Ga, Dangme and Ewe there is evidence of considerable borrowing of Akan personal names, especially of names derived from the 
name of the day of the week on which a person is born, e.g. Kofi, Kwame, etc. 
-- North: to the north is Gonja, the largest of the Guang languages. Gonja is itself a prestige language in this areas, but it has a 
considerable number of Akan loan words. 
-- Akan itselt does not show much evidence of influence from neighboring languages 
-- Among the Akan dialects, Akuapem, Fante and Asante have different officially recognized orthographies and quite a large number of 
publications. These dialects are used on radio, studied in school.  
-- Akan has a unified orthography by the Akan Orthography Committee that was set up at the time the name Akan was officially 
adopted as the name of the language in the 1950s. 
 
ii It has an officially recognized orthography, used on radio and TV, used at the primary school level, most respects. Everything said 
about Akuapem applies to Asante Twi and Fante. 
iii  

Guang group of languages 
-- there are dead Guang lgs., namely Nterafo (once spoken in Salaga), and Mpre, spoken on the West bank of White Volta. 
-- Anyi, Nzema, (*Ahanta) are said to be mutually intelligible hence the cover term Nzema-Anyi-Baule to cover the three dialtecs – 
dialect cluster (Dolphyne 1975) – there is very little work done on Anyi and Ahanta; -- Ahanta and Baule are not mutually intelligible. 
iv Gonja is recognized by the Ministry of education (Primary level), studied at the Univ., Bureau of Ghana languages is the main 
publisher.  
v  

Ga-Dangme 
Relatedness:  
-- Although they are understandingly related to the other languages of Southern Ghana, Ga and Dangme are far more closely related to 
each other than either is to any language, sufficiently so that they have sometimes been regarded as a singe language.  
-- According to C. Painter’s lexicostatistical analysis (1966), Ga and Dangme began to become different languages a little over a 
thousand years ago. 
-- the language that was the precursor of both of them (Proto-Ga-Dangme) must have become separate from Akan, Ewe and Central 
Togo languages more than a thousand years before that.  
 
Ga-Dangme combined: sociolinguistics – second language of Gas and Dangmes 
-- Dangmes who speak more than just Dangme tend to speak more languages than Gas do. 
-- Both languages have official orthographies; for Dangme, it was achieved within the past fiftenn years, but Ga has been a written 
language for well over 150 years. 
-- Both languages are taught in primary and secondary school and at the university level.  
-- both are published by the Bureau of Ghana languages, and are broadcast on radio and TV. 
vi  

Ga: 
Geography: 
-- Around the Accra plains (as far as the Densu river valley to the west and the borders of the Akyem and Akwapem regions to the 
north and north-west. It is the indigenous language of Accra and associated town along the the Coast: Osu, Labadi, Teshie, Nungua, 
Tema and Kpone.  
 
Sociolinguistic aspect 
-- Ga is the language of the capital of Ghana 
-- it is spoken as a second language by many non-Gas who live in the area. 
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-- there are people all over the country who have lived temporarily in the capital and acquired at least little of the language. 
-- Ga is very widely known among the Dangme – because of the policy some years back to use Ga in Dangme schools and churches, 
and also is widely known among the Dangme for economic reasons. – on the other hand, few Gas speak Dangme. 
-- the proportion of Ga speakers decreases as one moves away from Ga territory.  
-- Ga is not a lingua franca in Ghana as a whole. 
-- Akan is the most important second language among the Ga. 
-- multilingualism in the Ga area is higher among men than among women. 
vii  

Dangme 
Dialects 
-- has six dialects coinciding with traditional political divisions. 
 
Geography 
-- Dangme is spoken east of a line stretching from Dodowa at the foot of the Akwapem hills to Prampram on the coast. 
-- Dangme is spoken in towns on the south bank of the Volta from Kpong to Asutsuare and again at Ada. – North of Somanya and 
Krobo-Odumase, Dangme extends into forest country. 
 
Influences on Dangme: 
-- Ga has had influences on Prampram and Ningo dialects (and is the main difference between these dialects and the rest). 
-- the influence of Ewe is also important in defining the difference between Ada and all the other dialects. 

-- the influence of Akan has been relatively stronger in Krb (Krobo). 

 
Sociolinguistics 
-- multilingualism in the Dangme area is higher among men than among women. 
-- few Gas speak Dangme. 
-- However, in Ga-speaking areas closest to Dangmeland namely Kpone and its villages Bawaleshie (near Dodowa) and Apollonia, 
about 80% of the population knows Dangme. 
-- Dangme is also widely known among Ewes along the Volta, especially in and around Akuse, a town with a large Ewe section. 
-- Ewe is very important in the eastern part of Dangmeland, but knowledge of it decreases sharply as one moves westward. 
-- knowledge of English depends directly on schooling – English is the next most widely known language in the area after Ga and Akan. 
viii  

The Ewe Group 
Geography 
-- South-eastern part of the volta region of Ghana (from Hohoe down) 
 
Sociolinguistics 

-- The name Ewe [] applies to a written standard and many local dialects.   

-- Standard Ewe is studied in school, and is used in churches across the country, and on radio and television 
-- Standard Ewewas developed by the North German Missionay Society from Bremen in Germany. 
-- The standard has features of the following dialects: Peki, Amedzofe and Keta 
-- the Bureau of Ghana languages has been the main publisher (of Ewe books). 
-- Ewe is the lingua franca for speakers of so-called Central Togo (GMT) languages like Avatime, Lelemi, and Nkonya, a Guang language. 
 
Related languages in Togo, Benin and Nigeria 
-- In Togo, Benin and Nigeria, there are dialect clusters related to Ewe such as: 

(1) Gen (Mina) -- Ane ch, Glidji 

(2) Aja -- Dogbo, Hwe, Tado 

(3) Xwla – Xweda (Ouidah) – Alada, Kotafon 
(4) Fon – Agbome, Gun, Maxi 
(5) then Ewe 
-- Note: The above five dialect clusters form one language-cluster called Gbe. 
ix  

GTM languages 
 

-- formerly of Central-Togo languages; there are 14 GTM lgs. 
-- it is generally accepted that the GTM lgs. are genetically related to the surrounding lgs. 
 


