
 The audio-lingual method also known as the 
Michigan Method, stemming from its 
development at the university of Michigan in 
1945, is a method based on the theory of 
behavioural psychology (Skinner 1957) and 
structural linguistics. 

 It is also known as the Army Method due to 
its popularity during World War II. 



 The audio-lingual method is based on two 
approaches namely; 

 Structuralism 

 Behaviourism (Skinner 1957) 



Objectives 
 To enable the students to learn how to use a 

language in everyday oral communication. 

 To encourage the students to produce 
utterances with accurate pronunciation and 
grammar. 

 To grow the students’ ability to respond 
quickly and accurately in speech situations 
like the native speakers. 

 



Short – term Goals 
 To train in listening comprehension and 

accurate pronunciation. 

 

Long-term Goals 
 The ultimate goal is to develop the students’ 

abilities are same like what native speakers 
have to use it automatically without stopping 
to think. 



Syllabus( choice content) 
 Grammatical( contains the key items of 

phonology, morphology and syntax of a 
language) 

 Dialogues 

 Drills( repetition drill, chain drill) 

 The language skills are taught in the order of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

 



Organization content: 
 Communication is the main focus 

 Likeness to native speakers is emphasized 

 



Students activities 
 Dialogues 

 Drills like inflection, chain, single and  
multiple slot substitution drills, 
transformation, question and answer drill, 
use of minimal pairs, complete the dialogue, 
drama games, just to mention a few. 

 

 



Teacher activities 
 Directing and controlling drills and dialogues 

 Providing models for imitation 

 Limiting the use of native languages in the 
classroom. 

 



Teachers 
 Sole authority in the classroom 

 Monitors and corrects students’ performance 

 Keeping students attentive by varying drills 

Students 
 Imitators of the target language 

 



Teaching and learning materials 
 Audio-visual language labs and tape 

recorders mainly focus on communication 
and pronunciation of target language 

 



 The teacher first of all gives a brief summary of the dialogue in 
target language , only a few key phrases are translated. 

 The teacher recites dialogue at normal speed several times. This 
is accompanied by gestures and  facial expressions. 

 Student repeat each line in chorus for about six times. If an error 
is detected the offending student is corrected and is made to 
repeat the sentence. if many students make the same errors they 
are all made to repeat the dialogue and a drill is conducted 
where necessary. 

 Students are divided into smaller groups, first the two halves of 
the class, then thirds , and then single rows or smaller groups. 
Groups can assume the speaker’s role. 

 Pairs of individual learners now go to the front of the classroom 
to act out of the dialogue. by this time they should have 
memorized the text. 
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