
COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE 
TEACHING 

A METHOD OF LANGUAGE TEACHING 

BY AMANDA  AND EMMANUEL 



OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION 
 

 
• BRIEF BACKGROUND OF THE COMMUNICATIVE 

LANGUAGE TEACHING ( Brief history, developers of the 
theory, reasons) 

• APPROACH: THEORY OF LANGUAGE AND THEORY OF 
LEARNING 

• DESIGN: OBJECTIVES( Long-term and Short-term); 
CURRICULUM( Choice of content and organisation) 
TYPES OF ACTIVITIES( Learning and Teaching); TYPES OF 
ROLES( Teacher, Learner, instruction materials) 

• PROCEDURE ( How the activities are integrated into 
each lesson) 

 



BRIEF BACKGROUND 

• developed  in the 1970s  as a result of the 
shortcomings of other methods- learners’ 
inability  to communicate effectively outside the 
classroom 

• need for immediate use of foreign languages in 
europe and the usa owing to the advent of the 
european common market, immigration, 
modernization,  
 

• spearheaded by linguists such as: british linguist 
henry widdowson, dell hymes 
 



BACKGROUND (CONTINUED) 

• represented a shift from the structure-
centered approach to the communicative 
approach 

• made communicative competence the goal of 
teaching and acknowledged the 
interdependence of language and 
communication 

• focused on language use not mastery of rules 



APPROACH 

• THEORY OF LANGUAGE: the communicative 
approach: communicative competence is the 
goal of teaching 

• THEORY OF LEARNING: activities that involve 
communication in real life promote learning 
and the use of the target language to convey 
meaning in class promotes learning 

• THE TARGET LANGUAGE IS USED IN 
CLASSROOM INTERACTIONS 

 



DESIGN 

• OBJECTIVES 

SHORT TERM: to let students know linguistic 
forms, meanings and functions. Different 
forms for a function and a form for many 
functions. 

LONG-TERM: to enable learners communicate 
in the target language, understanding how to 
negotiate meaning even if their knowledge is 
limited 



DESIGN 
 

• CURRICULUM 
Choice of content:  a functional syllabus. use of 

authentic materials( newspapers, magazines, 
recordings, menus, weather forecasts, timetables 
etc) to enable learners make use of language for 
transactions immediately in class and outside 

Organisation: the content is put together from 
observation and repetition to restatement among 
others in order to achieve the communitive intent 
and get students to interact as much as 
practicable. 
 



DESIGN 

• TYPES OF ACTIVITIES 

Learning Activities: language games, 
unscrambling sentences, picture strip stories, 
role plays ( covers the four language skills: 
reading, writing, listening and speaking ) 

Teaching Activities: Acts as a facilitator in the 
activities of the learners as well as a co-
communicator when necessary 



DESIGN 
 

• TYPES OF ROLES 

Teacher: facilitates communication in the 
classroom, establishes situations that promote 
communication, advisor, corrects errors, 
monitor, co-communicator, 

Student: communicators in the classroom, 
responsible managers of their own learning 



DESIGN 

• INSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

Authentic materials( newspapers, menus, 
magazines, weather forecasts, recordings, etc) 

Picture strips, language games 



PROCEDURE 
 

• Teacher adopts communication-inducing 
activities that suit the learners and tailor-
make his steps to make learners responsible 
for their own learning 



CONCLUSION 
 

• the communicative language approach puts 
emphasis on communication in the target 
language thereby encouraging active learning 
and highlighting the interdependence of 
language and communication 

• its most prominent achievement is making 
teachers grasp the meaning of communication 
and what it entails. 

 


